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Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1 .103(c) for a 

period Of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i) required) 

Other 

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 
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FAMILY OF MAMMALIAN POTASSIUM 
CHANNELS, THEIR CLONING AND THEIR 
USE, ESPECIALLY FOR THE SCREENING 
OF DRUGS 



Customer No.: 35811 



Docket: 1201-CIP-DIV-00 



Confirmation No.: 3 868 



Dated: November 9, 2004 



RESPONSE 

Mail Stop RCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated April 20, 2004, the Applicants filed a Notice of 
Appeal on October 20, 2004. In lieu of filing an Appeal Brief, the Applicants now submit this 
substantive response to the outstanding Office Action. 

The Applicants note with appreciation the withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the 
first Office Action. Claims 9-15 are pending in the Application. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 

Claims 9-15 have been rejected for allegedly failing to meet the utility requirement of 
35 U.S.C. § 101. An invention meets the utility requirements of § 101 if one skilled in the art 
would appreciate why the invention is useful and if the utility is specific, substantial and 
credible. Utility Examination Guidelines, 66(4) F.R. 1092, 1098, January 5, 2001. Where the 
applicant has asserted that the claimed invention is useful for any particular practical purpose 



-PHILl:3681684.vl 



